6. Questions to Ministers without notice - The Minster for Education, Sport and
Culture.

6.1 The Connétable of St. Mary:

This follows on from the questions that were askedier. | was pleased to attend the
presentation of certificates to Les Quennevaisesitgllast week and was amazed at the ... not
amazed but really gratified by the high level ohiaeement they demonstrated, and also to
find out what they are doing now. | was very pésh$o see a good number of the students
now working either in the construction industry fotlowing construction programmes at
Highlands. This good news does not seem to béngetfown to even Members of this
Assembly. Will the Minister continue to celebrated to enable the celebration of the value
and diversity of our students?

Deputy P.J.D. Ryan of St. John (The Minister for Edication, Sport and Culture):

| would like to thank the Constable for bringingstBubject up. Her final question was will |
continue to celebrate the diversity and achievem@fitour students and, of course, the
answer is as the Minister for Education, absolutel\She mentioned the Trackers
apprenticeship scheme earlier on in her questioackers apprenticeship scheme has been a
huge success. We have already achieved our targetally for the 3 years in about 18
months to 2 years. | would like to see the Traslgprenticeship scheme expanded not only
in terms of width and breadth of the opportunif@syoung people, | would also like to see it
extended in terms of numbers. There will be arfoma implication to that and | certainly am
already working on the next Medium-Term Financi@nPwith regard to a growth bid. The
most important part of the Trackers scheme thatybeely seems to agree is fundamental is
this question of mentors, and so | would be vergimiooking in the next M.T.F.P. to expand
the number of mentors and by doing that | will béedo expand the number of apprentices.

6.2 The Deputy of St. Martin:
Does the Minister support the hockey club propokalbetter facilities at Les Quennevais?
The Deputy of St. John:

The new sports strategy is currently in the progafsasking for business plans from all the
different sports clubs and associations that theee | feel sure that the hockey club will be
in the process of formulating that business pldimn examination it is robust then | feel sure
that as part of the new sports strategy we wikhble to assist that particular club.

6.2.1 The Deputy of St. Martin:

| think we all know the importance of organised atdictured activities outside of school
and the downward effect on antisocial behaviour ibibhe hockey club are going to get
exclusive access to the AstroTurf at Les Quennewdishe Minister guarantee to replace
100 per cent that lost area for the young peopleesfQuennevais?

The Deputy of St. John:

| do not want to see any of the facilities at Lase@nevais overall reduced in one way or
another. | think the answer to the Deputy’'s quests that | would support anything that
expands the opportunities for out-of-school agiviiir young children. He is absolutely
right. It is key to the development of young p&opind to avoiding them getting into
difficulties because they are bored. So, yes,uld/support it.

6.3 Deputy M. Tadier:



The Minister will be aware that we have a highlyesttve education system with various
tiers of selection, which cut across financial asddemic criteria. Does the Minister believe
that this system is ultimately sustainable andof what steps is the department taking to
review the pros and cons of our system?

The Deputy of St. John:

The performance of our education system, partibukrsecondary level, is quite good when
compared and benchmarked against other systemseudo, the Deputy is right in that there

are elements of the current structure that arealpdivisive, and | think most people in this

Assembly appreciate that. He will also know thMiaisterial Oversight Group was formed

some 9 to 12 months ago to inspect and to lookndtthink about the structure of our

secondary education. At a recent meeting we haemed that out to include Assistant
Ministers. There are 5 Ministers, the Assistannisters have now joined. At the last

meeting | proposed successfully that we carry otgvlews. One internal and one external.
The internal one will be carried out by the departimand the reason that it is going to be
internal is that | do not believe that by makingxternal, which was the original thinking, we

will learn anything new about the structure of eacondary education.

The Bailiff:
Minister, | appreciate this is a complex topic bthink you must wind up.
The Deputy of St. John:

This is a very complex topic, Sir. | will try teeh.. there are 2 reviews if someone wants to
ask me another question | will answer exactly whhink they are going to be.

6.3.1 Deputy M. Tadier:

| am glad to know the internal inquiry will now leenducted internally. That has reassured
me. Will the Minister say which are the elemerhtattare socially divisive? He said that
there are elements that are socially divisive; venatthey?

[12:00]
The Deputy of St. John:

| think the Deputy already knows the answer to,tlss again many Members of this

Assembly, | have said it on several occasions. ke probably one of the most selective
systems certainly in Europe if not the world andréhare some commonalities in Guernsey
as well in that system. But maybe not quite somas there is in Jersey. The degree of
selection that we have is good in some ways inithgives extra parental choice. | believe

that it does do very well. We do very well for t@st able students and | think we do very
well for the least able students. | think our spleeducational need provisions are very good.
Where there may be difficulties and where thereaagas that we need to think about is in the
whole central section of ability range in our stoide

6.4 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

Given that we seem to be conducting reviews orevevion reviews, when can we expect to
see the results of these reviews because educsitiore of the most important things that we
have got and we cannot just carry on like this? at\dbout looking at the ideas that are
coming out of Michael Gove where he talks about ingakhe State schools as good as the
public schools? What on earth is going on in tbhpadtment? We were promised these
reviews in 2012, what is happening?

The Deputy of St. John:



You can expect them in time for the next electi@ducation and its structure needs to be a
major debating point in the next election. Theseews: one will be on the structure of our
current system. That will be the internal one.e Dther one with some external help will be
around what is becoming increasingly a focus oédiication systems around the world.

The Bailiff:

| think the question was the timing and you havewared that, Minister, so perhaps we can
move on.

6.4.1 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

Supplementary. Has the Minister not thought ofiraskhe Members of this Assembly who
have a very varied educational background for stiroeghts from them?

The Deputy of St. John:

The education system will need political input @hdre will need to be political choices.
The evidence can be produced in an internal rdpgrat the end that internal report cannot
tell this Assembly what to do. There will needb® difficult political choices that will be
around that education system. So it will, | fagles come to debate at the earliest point in the
next political cycle.

6.5 Deputy G.P. Southern:

| will try and be brief. When will the Minister ome to the House with a plan or proposals for
the long-term funding of higher education studesitee the results of a recent report and
survey is done on the issue?

The Deputy of St. John:

The U.K. grant system is up for review in 2015isIhot yet clear what will happen to higher

education costs in the U.K. It would thereforepbemature for me to come to this Assembly
with new proposals before | know what that will b&/e have already changed the higher
education grant system in many ways. In the MHA.,Rhe one that we are currently in, the
department applied for increased funding to inaetite thresholds and to adjust the
thresholds in various ways. This Assembly turrfet tlown. In the next M.T.F.P. | believe

that the next Minister, certainly if it was me, idde applying again for increased funding
to adjust the grant threshold.

6.6 Deputy J.M. Macon:

Now that the results of the raising minimum staddan mathematics has been produced
from the department, can the Minister advise wireth@roposal to provide bursaries and
grants to local students to take on mathematicsteaching courses to come back to the
Island for a minimum period in order to fill thefabd that is currently present with regards to
the expertise in mathematics, has that proposa beesidered and if not, why not?

The Deputy of St. John:

| thank the Deputy for that question because iblrsame to answer what the second review
will be, which is on how we retain and train, antaware the terms and conditions and all
sorts of things around the excellence in teachimd) r@taining the best teachers. What we
need to do in this Island to make a major step-gban that area. Most education systems
around the world have now recognised that of allhef things that are affecting education
systems the quality of teaching is perhaps the mgsbrtant element.

6.6.1 Deputy J.M. Macon:



My question was focused on individuals getting itite profession not only to retain them,
but also to get them there in the first place arel kmow there is a global shortage of
mathematic teachers and we need to do things gr tocencourage that.

The Deputy of St. John:

The Deputy is absolutely right, and the review tivat will be doing with external help
around the quality of teaching will address theyvidtings that he is talking about and we
should get the results of that in, | would say,tSeber.

6.7 Deputy S. Power:

During the last States sitting the Minister kindlitended a lunchtime presentation by the
Jersey Amateur Swimming Association on a 50-55 enptol project. Has he given any
thought to the value or validity of the suggestiorcarry out a feasibility study on that pool?

The Deputy of St. John:

Yes, | did attend that. It was a very interestimgsentation, and | agreed that we would look
at the feasibility of the fundamental thing thaeyhwere suggesting, which was that the
AquaSplash could be modified into 2 by 25 metrelpaoth booms down the centre. That is
an interesting suggestion. There would need taHbet of work done on the financial
implications. Can | just say though that, witheashing to raise expectations too much, of
all of the Island Games competitors there is omg,ahat is Bermuda, that has a 50-metre
pool. All of the other islands use 25 metre poals] for training purposes it is a 25-metre
pool which is the most important, and that is aaahat our sports department are looking
at, as part of the sports strategy.

6.7.1 Deputy S. Power:

May | ask a supplementary on that? Would the Memisiot subscribe to the theory that
irrespective of the number of jurisdictions withihme Island Games competitors that have a
50-metre pool, it would be to underwrite Jerseyaasentre of sporting excellence for
swimming or it to seriously consider a project sashthis?

The Deputy of St. John:

There are about 10 50-metre pools in the Unitedgfam. The swimming governing body

in the United Kingdom says that to be viable thegd a catchment of at least 500,000
people. The economic impact or the opportunitied might come from a 50-metre pool in

Jersey are not in Education’s remit. That is sbmgtthat we would need input from the

Economic Development Department as well.

6.8 Connétable D.W. Mezbourian of St. Lawrence:

What responsibility does the department have foldn’'s safety when they are being
dropped off or picked up by car on the school pses?

The Deputy of St. John:

The department has a responsibility but it is areshaesponsibility with Transport and
Technical Services. Of course children’s safetpasamount. Teachers do whatever they
can to assist but ultimately T.T.S. is responsilole safety on the roads, ultimately the
Education Department is responsible for childresgfety, and that is a paramount concern,
while children are on school premises. We do hamevy to work together as much as we
possibly can.

6.8.1 The Connétable of St. Lawrence:



What advice does the department give head teadrersaffic management within and
around their schools?

The Deputy of St. John:

Each school has a ‘Safe routes to school’ programmgeplan. So the school heads develop
their own but with assistance from the police anflS.

The Bailiff
That brings questions to the Minister to a close.



